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Agenda

• Considering the Role of the Educators

• Documentation

• Communication of Learning Criteria

• Moving From Toward



Consider the Role of the 
Educators

Innately curious, children explore, manipulate, build, create, 

wonder, and ask questions naturally,  moving through the 

world in what might be called an “inquiry stance”. Educators 

observe and document the children’s thinking, ideas, and 

learning; interpret and analyse what they have noticed; and 

express their own thinking and wondering as they interact 

with the children. In a Kindergarten classroom, the 

educators adopt an inquiry stance along with the children, 

and a culture of inquiry characterizes the learning 

environment.
The Kindergarten Program (2016), p. 18



Documenting 
Evidence of Learning

Educators elicit information about children’s learning by collecting 

evidence of it through observations, conversations, and demonstrations 

of learning. Documenting the evidence of learning is the most important 

aspect of assessment in Kindergarten and is, indeed, an integral part of 

all assessment approaches. When educators review and reflect on the 

documentation with the children, they have opportunities to name and 

co-construct the learning with them. As the documentation accumulates 

over time and educators and children reflect on it daily, children begin 

to internalize the learning and apply it in other contexts. Educator 

teams analyse the documentation to determine the growth of the child’s 

learning in relation to the knowledge and skills identified in the overall 

expectations set out in The  Kindergarten Program.
(Growing Success-The Kindergarten Addendum (2016),  p. 8)



What are the criteria for 
writing comments?

When writing anecdotal comments, educators should focus 

on what children have learned, describe significant 

strengths, recognize children’s growth, and identify possible 

next steps for learning. Educators should use language that 

parents will understand. In Kindergarten, it is very 

appropriate to use examples of learning from pedagogical 

documentation to provide evidence of the child’s learning in 

a play environment. These rich examples can be the starting 

point for discussion with parents about the child’s learning as 

it relates to the Kindergarten program expectations.
Growing Success-The Kindergarten Addendum (2016),  p. 13



Criteria for Reporting 
to Parents

What are some criteria for meaningful comments?



Criteria for Reporting 
to Parents

List may include…

• Clear and simple language

• Connect to the overall expectations

• Positive tone

• Asset-based

• Avoid the use of qualifiers

• Personalized

• Developmental stages/learning trajectories

• Focus on a ‘growth stance’ as opposed to an 

‘achievement stance’

• Clear and direct next steps for home a school



S: Can you draw a train for me?

T: I think you can draw a train

S: I don’t know how

T: See that box on the table? How could you 

turn the shape of the box into a train?

S: Drew a rectangle on a piece of paper

T: What does your train need?

S: Wheels…child draws wheels

T: What else do you know about trains?

S: They go on tracks…child draws tracks and 

then draws some little wheels on the big 

wheels he had already drawn. 

Teacher was curious about this…

Responding, Challenging, 
Extending



T: Tell me about the wheels

S: When I drew the track it wasn’t 

touching all the wheels and the wheels 

all go on the track so I just added 

another wheel to make it touch the 

track

S: I am done..

T: Oh…well I would never get on that 

train!

S: Why not?

T: Because there is no one driving it!

S: Adds a window and a driver to the 

train and then goes on to add the 

smoke stack with smoke coming out.

T: How do you think we would write the 

word ‘train’?

S: I know…T-R-A-N (and then he wrote 

his name on the picture as well)



What do you know 
about this child?

“What is the most significant learning demonstrated by this child at this time? How 
does it link to the overall expectations within this frame? What does it tell me about 
the growth in learning of this child?” 



What do you know 
about this child?

Jonah effectively uses his social and problem-solving skills in play and other 

contexts. (3, 4)

He is beginning to demonstrate an understanding of letter-sound 

relationships and demonstrates an interest in writing. (9,10)

He demonstrates an understanding of counting. (15)

“What is the most significant learning demonstrated by this child at this time? How 
does it link to the overall expectations within this frame? What does it tell me about 
the growth in learning of this child?” 



What do you know 
about this child?

Jonah effectively uses his social and problem-solving skills in 
play and other contexts. He is beginning to demonstrate an 
understanding of letter-sound relationships and writes simple 
messages in a variety of contexts. He demonstrates an  
understanding of counting. 

How would you make this comment fit the criteria? 

“What is the most significant learning demonstrated by this child at this time? How 
does it link to the overall expectations within this frame? What does it tell me about 
the growth in learning of this child?” 



What do you know 
about this child?

When Jonah was drawing a picture of a train, he realized that when he drew the 

track, the wheels of the train did not touch the track. He quickly solved the 

problem by adding a small wheel under the big wheel which touched the track he 

had drawn. Jonah engages with his peers and retells experiences with detail. He 

was excited to share the picture of his train during sharing time and patiently 

sounded out the word and wrote the letter T-R-A-N, matching the letters and 

sounds as he wrote. During sharing time, Johan was asked how many wheels 

were touching the track and he counted four wheels. Playing games with Jonah at 

home where he has to orally say a word that rhymes with a word you say or 

identify words that have the same sound at the beginning or end will help to 

develop important pre-reading skills.

“What is the most significant learning demonstrated by this child at this time? How 
does it link to the overall expectations within this frame? What does it tell me about 
the growth in learning of this child?” 



Would you say this is written in 

an ‘achievement stance’ or 

a ‘growth stance’?

From Ministry of Education

https://thelearningexchange.ca/web_conferences/making-process-pedagogical-documentation-come-alive/



From Ministry of Education

https://thelearningexchange.ca/web_conferences/making-process-pedagogical-documentation-come-alive/

Reworking the comment to meet the criteria and focus on growth…



Resources
Educator Guide Communicating with Parents About Children’s Learning 

(DRAFT) 

http://edugains.ca/resourcesKIN/OtherResources/Educator_Guide_DRAFT_Co

mmwParents_about_Childrens_Learning.pdf

Ministry of Education Early Years and Child Care Resource List

https://ascy.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/MINISTRY-OF-EDUCATION-EY-CC-

Resource-List-2017-18_final.pdf

The Learning Exchange Web Conference: Making the Process of Pedagogical 

Documentation Come Alive

https://thelearningexchange.ca/web_conferences/making-process-pedagogical-

documentation-come-alive/

http://edugains.ca/resourcesKIN/OtherResources/Educator_Guide_DRAFT_CommwParents_about_Childrens_Learning.pdf
https://ascy.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/MINISTRY-OF-EDUCATION-EY-CC-Resource-List-2017-18_final.pdf
https://thelearningexchange.ca/web_conferences/making-process-pedagogical-documentation-come-alive/

