


Welcome- A Face to the 
Voice



Learning Goals for this Session
Reflect on our beliefs about learners and how we can 

support their curiosity and wonder
Discuss the differences between a “traditional” 

classroom and an inquiry based environment
Explore some FAQs about inquiry based learning
Look at the characteristics of an inquiry based 

environment and culture
Review the concept of a negotiated curriculum
Explore some tried and true sparks for Inquiry



What are you beliefs about 
learners?

All children are competent, capable of 
complex thinking, curious and rich in 
potential and experience. They grow 
up in families with diverse social, 
cultural, and linguistic perspectives.

The Kindergarten Program, 2016 p.10
All students can succeed.
Each student has his or her own 
unique patterns of learning.

Learning for All, K-12, 2013 p.



How are you beliefs reflected through inquiry?

How do we nurture 
and activate learners 
wonder and innate 
curiosity?



What is Inquiry Based Learning?
Inquiry learning is anchored in curiosity and innate 
desire to make sense of the world around us.

When we ask questions, have wonderings and use 
our heads and our hearts to investigate what 
fascinates us and causes dissonance in our 
thinking we are engaged in inquiry

It is more than a process of learning but… it is a 
way of being as a learner. It is a stance. 

“The role of the educator 
shifts from a communicator 
of knowledge to a listener, 
provocateur, documenter, and 
negotiator of meaning.” 
Veronica Pacini-Ketchabaw

“We don’t have to teach 
them to ask ‘why?’ 
because inside each 
human being is the need 
to understand the 
reasons, the meaning of 
the world around us and 
the meaning of our life.” 
Carla Rinaldi 

Inquiry is not subject specific, nor relegated to a 
certain time of day, but embedded in all learning.



It starts with wonder and curiosity





How does inquiry differ from a traditional 
Kindergarten program?



What might seasonal provocations look like?



“I can’t draw a tree…..”



Does every interest, wondering and 
question become an inquiry?

FAQS

How long is an inquiry suppose to last?

What if not everyone is interested?



What is a robust inquiry question?



What? So What? Now What?

“How to know” rather than “What to know”

I wonder what 
that is for?



Four Frame Connections

Can we be thinking about the 
Frames and the OEs as we 
observe, converse and document?

Does my method of 
documentation allow me to 
make the connections?

Am I thinking broadly about 
the evidence of learning I am 
seeing. Thinking conceptually 
rather than discrete skills?



“A  learning environment should be 
the voice of the learners that are in 
it. Documentation, artifacts and 
materials should be chosen to reflect 
the learning that has happened, is 
happening or is about to happen. 
This communicates that what the 
children are doing is the most 
important part of the space.”



Reflect on ….
Rethinking and 
Repurposing Materials

Are you bound to materials 
being in one place and 
being used for one purpose?



Materials as  Provocations 



Maps as Provocations
This documentation was posted outside of 
Shannon, Lori and Emily’s classroom at St. 
Ignatius.  The team set out neighbourhood 
maps that had been blown up as a 
provocation. There were no written or 
verbal prompts the team wanted to see 
what the learners might do. When you read 
the documentation you can see the student 
learning made visible. In Hudson’s 
documentation 7 different OEs are uncovered 
and there are skills and knowledge  explored 
in all 4 of the frames.  This is a simple 
provocation that could lead in lots of 
directions. (excuse the pun) It gives learners a 
chance to become aware of their 
surroundings and the community around their 
own school. Using maps is a great way to 
gain understanding of basic spatial 
relationships (17.2) and simple coding. 



What is on the walls reflects what 
you believe about your learners 
and your environment 



Culture

What is 
your C:D:C 
ratio?



Sharing and Reflection Time



Our class has been exploring corn. We first 
brought in dried corn stalks and set the ears of 
corn out with the tweezers for the children to 
explore. They discussed the shape, size and 
colour of the kernels they pulled out. One child 
wondered if we could grow corn from them. After 
a few days we posed the question " I wonder 
what would happen if I put the corn cob in water. 
We received a variety of interesting answers. We 
set the cob in our discovery centre and over the 
next week we watched what happened. After it 
started growing we decided as a class we 
wanted to plant it and watch what it grew into. 
Currently we are still observing and waiting to 
see what it will become. This sparked a further 
interest in planting and now our class room as 
started to sprout all kinds of fruits and 
vegetables including plants for our classroom 
caterpillars.
Next step: Assembling a classroom greenhouse

“How to know” rather than “What to know”



How do I “uncover” curriculum expectations 
through inquiry?

“A negotiated approach 
means that curriculum 
is not solely emergent 
for the child or from the 
teacher but is 
negotiated — it is child 
initiated but 
teacher framed.” 
Murdoch and Le Mescam 

Know your learners, know your curriculum



Framing Learning 
within the Context 
of the Curriculum

In Antonella and Lori’s class, some of the children were 
interested in changing the drama centre into a dance studio. 
This supported a group of students’ growing interest about 
dance. 
The learners decided that they needed to name the dance 
studio. They came up with two names: the Butterfly Dance 
Studio and the Princess Dance Studio. They approached the 
educators with the challenge they were having in deciding on 
the name. 
The class had previously spent time on gathering 
information for graphing, so the educators asked the 
children the question, “What can we use when we want to 
collect information about what people are thinking?” One of 
the students said, “A graph of course!” 
The educators scribed the graph titles and the group asked 
those who were interested in the dance studio which name 
they preferred. Since it was almost a tie, the name became 
the Princess and Butterfly Dance Studio. 
This negotiation illustrates the benefits of coupling students’ 
motivation with an educator’s ability to frame it within the 
context of program expectations and prior knowledge. 



How does inquiry fit into the flow of the day?

Inquiry can be 
happening at any time 
in multiple areas in 
any of the frames.

We need to notice and 
name the learning and 
provide an culture that 
is conducive to this 
type of learning

A plan that is fluid and 
adaptable with large 
chunks of time with few 
transitions so that 
connections can be made

Slow down.. And ask 
Why this learning, for 
this child, at this 
time?

Talk to key stakeholders 
about what is 
developmentally appropriate 
for our learners

Observe, listen and 
document and be 
responsive to 
learners. Yield your 
plans for learning

The flow of inquiry is 
non-linear and 
unpredictable. Daily flow 
needs to accommodate 
this 



Tried and true inquiry sparks



Tried and true inquiry sparks



Tried and true inquiry sparks
What do you See, Think, Wonder?



Tried and true inquiry sparks
What do you See, Think, Wonder?



Tried and true inquiry sparks



Tried and true inquiry sparks



Resources Used

Think Feel Act –Lessons from Research about Young 
Children- http://edu.gov.on.ca/childcare/environment.html

http://www.edugains.ca/newsite/Kindergarten/index.html



debbie.watters@wellingtoncdsb.ca

Twitter Deb Watters @H2OsD 
#1aday4play

mailto:debbie.watters@wellingtoncdsb.ca

	Slide Number 1
	Welcome- A Face to the Voice
	Learning Goals for this Session
	What are you beliefs about learners?
	How are you beliefs reflected through inquiry?
	What is Inquiry Based Learning?
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	How does inquiry differ from a traditional Kindergarten program?
	What might seasonal provocations look like?
	“I can’t draw a tree…..”
	Does every interest, wondering and question become an inquiry?
	What is a robust inquiry question?
	              What? So What? Now What?
	Four Frame Connections
	Slide Number 16
	Reflect on ….
	Slide Number 18
	Maps as Provocations
	Slide Number 20
	Culture
	Sharing and Reflection Time
	Slide Number 23
	How do I “uncover” curriculum expectations through inquiry?
	Framing Learning within the Context of the Curriculum
	How does inquiry fit into the flow of the day?
	  Tried and true inquiry sparks
	  Tried and true inquiry sparks
	  Tried and true inquiry sparks
	  Tried and true inquiry sparks
	  Tried and true inquiry sparks
	  Tried and true inquiry sparks
	Resources Used
	����debbie.watters@wellingtoncdsb.ca���Twitter Deb Watters @H2OsD #1aday4play

